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The RCH Group SEPTEMBER 27, 2020
c/o Luis RosasProject Manager

11060 White Rock Road, Suite 150 A

Ranclo Cordova, CA 95670

RE: BIOLOGICAL BASELINE ASSESSMENT & NATIVE PLANT REPORT - [APN 3128-621-04-0000]

The RCHGrouphas requésd a Biological Baseline AssessmefisgessmentandProtectedNative Desert

Tree andPlant Report(Report)to analyze theignificant impacts thahay occur to the biological resources on
the8.52+acreSite,north side of Mojave Drivegast side of Mesa Linda Avenusgst of US 395west of

Interstate 15desert area ddan Bernardino County, as mapped aAtelanto (2018CA7 . 56 Qu.ad USG

The purpose of thigsssessmerdnd Reportis toprovide a currernSite Review to be ofile with the City

and nade a parherewith pursuant to your authorizatiomas made investigations and analyses consistent
with the property typard has @alyzed the existg information and prepadean Assessmeand Report

for biological resources (psence atior absencefocusedsurveyscompletedor Desert Tortoise
(Gopherus agassizjifmerican BadgefTaxidea taxug Desert kit fox(lupus candiia) andBurrowing

owls (Athene cuniculaa). Site review forMohave Graind Squirels(Xerospermophilus mohaves)s
Sharpshimed Hawk(Accipiter striatus)all Owls andHawks, Loggerhead ShriKeaniusludovicianus),

L e C o nThrasldegToxostomd.eConei) andother delinead birds. Alspafi Piected Mitive Desdr

Tree andPlart Repotois inclusive angerformedusing accedprotocols including the following:

~

0 Pede st mtbcalsurveys @ th&ite were conducted (inspections of the Site were conducted from
Sept 03 and 042020with no other visits to the Site for Land Planning, Civil Emggering Land
Surveyingand/or for DesertAnnuals[Spring (75%) & Autumnal(25%)] review purposes

A The Site personally walked by Randolph J. Coleman
A Scientific Collecting Permit from California Department of Fish & Wildlife, #11586;

A Certified Wildlife Biologist, #43090;
A Certified Arborist and Tree Risk Assessment Qulified, WE #8024A,;
A Qualified Storm Water Developer/Planneri QSD/P #21595 (by CASQA);

A A pedestrian field survey of the project Site, Zooé Influencepuffer, and adjacent properties was
corducted folowing established protocqlas applicable or afesaibed,;

A There has beemo recent scattered rainfall prior to the field survey. If recent rains occur, regardless of
the time of year, ia prime timeframe fovarious native (and potentialigre) desg annual plants,
Tortoise Owls, and all deserspecies to be looking for precious wareisources;

0 Review of California Environmental Quality & Endangered Species Acts (CEQA/CESA) information;

0 Review of recent CDFW correspondence with the |
0 Review of the California Department ofityPatash & Wi
Base (CNDDBRareFind3) for sensitive species, excluding riparian spegies this Site is not within
the Mojave River riparian habitat or manmade riparian habitatiiyeparks, school sitegolf course);

O Review of r e c eenvironreeAtal/BidldgitaERepoftsIfr@éMEC 6 s of f i c e s ; an
0 Review of the City,C Citfawsdnd celotd Reports dnéMa@@ ner a | Pl an

If there are signi€ant delays with processing aagtitlementapplicatiors or any clarificationsan update would

be appropriate prior to the completing the CEQA Initial Study and sending it to the State Clearing House for
CEQA processing (i.e. Depif Fish & Wildlife reMew for Biological issues). The Consultidgborist and
Certified Wildlife Biologist would like to have the opportunity, at a minimum, to provide an Addenda Letter to
theLocal Agency within six (6) month prior to report expiration dates foClearancd_etter. This has been
discussed previously witBity Staff to avoid future isses relative to the€ity preparation of the CEQA Initial
Study being sent to CDFW review process after expiration, near expiration or prior to final approval
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California Department of Fish & Wildlife: The responding fATrust ea@sorgesncy o0
(CDFW Coc §711.7, 81802 & CEQA Guidelines §15386(a)) of the state, to des@yrete or endangered

native plants, and to gamefuges, ecological reserves, and other amdasinistered by the departmeAtso, a
AResponsi bl e Aagyaiacetonary @®ng @CEQAI Guidelines §15381) required by CDFW,

include the following

1 State Lands CommissionRegards to state ownéds over ei gno | and swch as t
waters and state school lands.
9 State Department of Parks and Recreatin: Regard to unitef State Park System.
1 University of California: Regards to Sites withithe Natural Land and Water Reserves System.
Native Desert Plantsi Federal, California and L ocal: The Endangered Species Act (ESAgli@drnia
Endangered Specidsct (CESA) and Locahgencylaws cover native species and subspecies of plants (Cal.
Fish& Game Code 82050 et sed.)stings are based ky on sciencand te law requires recoveplans and
designation of critical habitat, although critical habitat hever been desigtedd. State agency consultation on
projects affecting endangered spederequired. Penalties for violatiorea#5,000and/a a jail term of up to
one yearTheNative Plant Protection Act provides some protection for endangeredearative plants oftte
state (Cal. Fish & Game Code §8190@13)and subject to review atke following:

The applicable State ar@zity of Victorville Municipal Code has the followindesert plants subject to review
and other less common and annual fdame delineated itne body of this repart

(1) Desert native plants (stems two (2) ingloe greater in diameter or six (6) feet or geeat height)
Me s g u Prosepisvaa.) . (

Dal ea/ S me&osdlarsginesaana var.) (

(2) All species of the family Agavaceae

Cent uAgave Bdsaltin t  (

Mo j a v eructawschidigery (

Parry Nol i naMohhapairy) a/ Bear gr ass (

(3) 0O CreosoteBush [16ft min. rings] Larrea tridentatd (South American is Larrea divaricata)
(4) 6 Joshua Treesrucca brevifolig

(5) 0 Beavertail Cactu@Opuntia basilaris var. brachycladdby California Native Plant Society]

¢ O«

O¢ O¢ O«

The Siteand general aragormally has avariety of perennial [California buckwheatEriogonum fasciculatum
var. polifolium), Linearleavedgolden bust{Ericameria linearifolia), CommonSagebrushArtemisia
tridentatg), Rabbibrush Chrysothamnus nauseo3uSreosote BusflLarrea tridentaa), Mormon Tea
(Ephedra nevadensifutleaf FilaregErodium cicutariun), Boxthorn(Lycium andersonjj and annual&ilaree
(Erodium sp). Invasive Plants ar&chimug(Schimus barbatysBromus (Brome sp.)SaharaMustad,
(Brassica tournefort)iandalimited nativeannuals due tthe summerseasorandboththe springand autumnal
annualseasonAll desert annuals are highly dependent upon iIredrainfall and autumnal annuals can be
exceethgly rareevents due to the combination

Pursuant to CDFVihformation(numerows discussionsrom 2002-2014with Ms. Jonekindicates that five listed

or sensitive species occur in th@ject vicinity, excluding riparian specieSi{e not within the Mbjave River

riparian habitat); and maye affeted by the pypcsed project (Endangered, Threatened, or are considered Rare
and maybe listed in the futur€ESA & CEQA Guidelines 815065 and $380]) [Impacts to rare species,

regardless of listing statusdgferal or State) may be considered iggmt under CEQA ad require appropriate
avoidance, minimization, and compensation measures (land, monetary or bothfp]loliag speciehave

been identified as fASpeci es atibn asdpmwtecticaricludibgalh Ragorsn o0 , re
(Hawks and Owlsasrequestegbursuant to discussiomgth CDFW and other public agency staff since 1989

with the Desert Tortoise listing

Plaaning: Maer Land& Cannabis CEQA Biological, Native Plant & Phasedrts Real Estai® RWServices
EngineernCivil Structurdl Sds Community RelaoMarketing Studies Fisca&Feasibility Ansily
Surveyig GPS/GIS, Construction & ALTA 20 Corstruction Management & Inspections



ALTEC Land P lanning (760) 242-9917

19531 US Highway 18
Apple Valley, CA 92307 RandyAICP@gmail.com

BIOLOGICAL BASELINE ASSESSMENT & NATIVE PLANT REPORT: 8.52 ACRES, MOJAVE DRIVE, VICTORVILLE, CA

West Mojave Plan(WMP) and theRecord of Decision(ROD1 March 13, 2006)Biological Opinion (BO'i
January 9, @06)and Amended Biological Opinion (ABOT Dec. 2007) an&IR/EIS, Habitat Conservation
Plans (HCP), Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC), Dsert Wildlife Management Areas
(DWMA), Off -Highway Vehicle, Alternative Energy Executive Orders and otheissues All of these
planning efforts by the US Department of Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service (USF&WS), California District
Manager oftheBurea of Land Management (BLM) o @Paymentofi onal
Environmental Development Ees 0 aftea the regirements and mitigation outlined in this Assessment for
potential compliance with all future laws and interpretations, guidedindsany subsequent judicial decisions
regarding the Federal Endgared Species Act (ESA) and the Califiar Encdangered SpecieAd (CESA)
Attempts to be current with the relative issues of these ongoing and evolving planning efforts are made
regarding edangered species and issues within Southern California, San @em@ounty Desert regions
West Mojae Planand various SaPlanning Areas and specifically issues in the Victor Valley area.

Desert Tortoise: The Desert Tortoise, which is a Federal @alifornia listed threatened species is known to
occur throughouthe region. Ths Tortoise is the largeseptie in the aricsouthwestandhistorically occupied a
range that included a variety of desert communities in southeastern California, soutreta, Mestern and
southern Arizona, southwestern Utah, and thrdsghora and norther®inaloa Mexico. Today, ppulations are
largely fragmentedand studies indicate a steady and dramatic decline over most of its formerAiange.
Tortoises have long beerized as pets, collecting of wild Tortoises has further egtitie population. Wildlife
biologistsestimae five to eighmillion Tortoises werg¢akenfrom the desert by collectors between 1880 and
1970. I n t he e ardroyghthrtl @ Byllyscontagious respirat@yndseansk infected Tortoise
populatons, primarily in the western Mojave 8grt regon. This disasehas had a significant adverse impact on
Tortoise populations throughout the Mojave Degeaieman hasot personally seewwild tortoises in this area
since thamid 1980 § tgpically, distantnorthwest of the Sitehowever,is notin thearea as muchsan the past

American Badge (Taxidea taxud: The American Badger is currentigsignated byhe California
Department of Fish and WildlifesaafiSpeciesof SpecialConcerm and has m current Fedral Statis. The
AmericanBadger is distributed throught Californiaandprefess drier regions vith sandy loam soilto dig
burrows.

DesertKit Fox (Vulpes macrotiarsipug: The Desert k fox is currentlyproted¢ed under California Code of
Regulations, Titlel4, Sectior460 Protected Furbearing Animal§he DesertKit Fox have ncadditional
Federal or Statdesignated statusThe Desert kit foxis distributed througbut Californiaandprefes drier
regions vith sandy loam soilt dig burrove.

Mohave Ground Squirrel (MGS): The MGS is known to have histoally occupied areas in the nortastern
Victor Valley region; informatioron current population levels for theegjeshas increasing documentatiddue
to $1M+ of MGS TrappingSurvey$ indicating the lack of presenaethe Victor ValleyandtheSite The MGS
is listed byCDFW asfi Treatened thereby givingspeciegprotectionunder the CESAThe species is known to
occur h the western Mojave Desert in portions of four counitieluding Inyo, Kern, San Bernardino, and Los
Angeles The distribution oftie MGS is quite limited as compared to the distributafnsther specie§White-
tailed Antelope SquirrdWTAG] (Ammospermphilus leucurusand Rounetailed Ground SquirrdRTGS]
(Spermophilus tereticaudys)The MGS is found in several habitat tyfpeshe Mojave Desert including
creosote bush scrub, saltbuscrub, and Joshaieee woodland communitieshe MGScaries itstail over its
back when running; the white undersidé es r e f | e c.titis préyed upon oy *mericam Badgers,
foxes,snhales,CoyotesandReptors

1 httpsi/nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocemtiD=2597&inline=1
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Long-term drought conditionslegradationandds t r uc t i o n lwbitat andselatienpfeapulaicnd
core areasppear to be the primary factors in thep e cdecéng Goleman hasever personally seen Mg&3n
this general area since thate 196@s but to thewest ofthe Helendaleareaandnorth of Adelantq andalong
Highway 3% and northerly tdhe Ridgecrest area

Burrowin g Owl (Athene cunicularipand other Owis: The Burrowing Owland other Owls occur throughout

the VictorValley region; although, information on current population levels for these speoaeswell

documented for the general region or 8ie These arenigratory bird species protected by thligratay Bird

Treaty Act (MBTA) of 1918 (16 U.S.&703711).Theburowi ng owl , specifically, i
Speci al C o GFEVrthereby biying thdhamimal protection under the CEB#e CDFW Code

83503, §3503.5 and §3800 prohithie take possession, or destruction of birds, tmeists,or eggs

Implementation of the take provisions requires that profated disturbance at active nesting territories be

reduced or eliminated during cdél phases of the nesting cycle (Felthri Aug.31 annually).

Sharp-shinned Hawk (Accipiter striatug and othe Hawks: The Sharpshinned Hawk and other Hawks are
considered rare by CDFVdjthough, information on current population levels for theseispés not well

documented for the gera regionor the Site This is a migratory bird sp&s proteatd by theMigratory Bird

Treaty Act (MBTA) of 1918 (16 U.S.C. 8708L1). The Sharshinned Hawk, specifically, is considered a
ASpecies ofn&plkeygyi ahe CODEWy t dpoteetdnynde the CESAheCBFRRW ani m
Code 83503, &03.5 and §800 prohbit the take, possession, or destruction of birds, tiestsor eggs

Implementation of the take provisions requires that profgated dsturbance at active nesting territorims

reducedor eliminated during critical phases aktnesting ycle.

Loggerhead Shrike(Lanius ludovicianus) TheLoggerhead Shrikis considered rare B§DFW; although,

information on current population levels filne species is not well documentedtite geneal region

surrounding thé&ite This is amigratory bid specieprotected by the MBTA of 1918 (16 U.S.€703-711).
ThelLoggerhead Shrike s consi dered a fSpec CERF, thereby ipgtieiaramal Co n ¢
protection under the EESA The CDFW Code 83503, §3503.5 and 83800 prohitut take, pssessionor

destruction of birds, theitestspr eggsImplementation of the take provisions requires that proglated

disturbance at active nasgj territories be reduced or eliminatgdaring criical phases of the nesting cycle.

LeConte OThrasher (Toxostomd.eCont&): TheL e Co nThrasbes s consi dered rare an
Speci al QabRW althoongh, infosmation on current populatievels for the species is not well
documentedor this Site.This is a migratory bird spaxs protectedby the MBTA of 1918 (16 U.S.C. §70311)

and undeprotection under the CESAhe CDFW Code 83503, §3503.5 and 83800 prohié take,

possession, atestruction of birds, theirests,or eggs Implementation of the take provisions requirtbst

projectrelated diturbance at active nesting territories be reduced or eliminated during critical phases of the
nesting cycle.

NOTE: No Greater Roadrunners (Geococcyx californianQor actve or potentially active ngts were
observed in native plambn the 8e during the fieldsurvey.Roadunnersareobservedeveryyear throughout
the greater Victor Valley areand near CSU San Bernardintanawer constructionn previousyears(2011
2014).
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SUMMARY INFORMATION

Assessmets are completed to adequately deterenihe biologtal impactf the projeciprior to preparation of
ervironmental documentatiolCEQA-IS MitigatedNegative Declaration, NOD, EIR, etc.) for tB#e and
according to protocols, sii be conduadand shdlbe specifically as Mitigations andeBommendationas part
of the CEQA Initial Study during the jurisdional approval process by the local agei@FwW may then
inform the local jurisdiction with legal entitlement authority of additionalgation meauresor information
that should be itorporated ind the docurants {.e. Conditions of Approvaby thePlanningDept) to address
systematicallybiological issuesThe Biological Assessment and Native Plant Repay be submitted to
CDFW for separateeview. The futureCEQA Court Decisionsra interpretabnsandimplementatios by
CDFW, local agencies aralirrent and subsequent Department of Interior Federal RegistéPg@téion to
Down Listo of the Arroyo Toad from Endangered to ThreatEh&larch 27, 2014)and other related issues
the West MojaveéPlanmay a will continue tacause unknown changesall environmental revieyprocesss

Discussion of Streambed AlterationBlue-Line Stream on USGS Maps andJpstream Stormwaters

"A Review of Strean Processes and Forms in Dryland Waiteds: CDFG December 2000. The Site has the
following attributeswhich any one item would be relative for the requirement of a Streambed Alteration Permit
by CDRW:

A Site: Does not have a USGS delineafed® | u eS tLri easshuliimatéy drains into theviojave River

A USGS Blwe-Line Stream: The nearesare both eastbr andwesterlyjust over 1 mileandthe dominan©Oro
Grande Wash running from the communityBafldy MesaPhelan and into the Mojave Rivisreasterly of
Interstae 15. TheseWaslhd kydrologydoes mt have thaequiredvolume of stormvater discharge to
affect this Sitein a 100yea event

A 100-Year-Flood Plain Designation:The Site is not within a "Designated Flood Plain".

A Dominate Upstream Desert Alluvial Fan Channel: The Ste does not have a "@minate upstream des
alluvial fanchannel" that hasecome undefined due to lower slope araiding of typical desert type
alluvial fan morphology, therefore no potentially significant upstrearsitdiconcentrated osheet flows
areformed from an addivial fan that woull be of an issuampacting the Si

A Mojave River & Riparian Corridor: The Mojave Rieris the dominate blukne stream of taWestern
Mojave Desert (tributandrainage area from the northerly sidedoth the SaBernardincand &n
GabrielMountain rangesand ending at Soda and Silver Dry Lakeger100 milesfrom theSiteat
Baker The Coloraddriver isthe easérn dominate ofthe Eastern Mojave [&sert.

A Discusson of Ephemeral Natural Drainage Course(s): The Site doesothave ag "SignificantNative or
AlteredE p h e me rinade doursle(s)bisecting the Sitde City of Victorville (Upstream Development

A or Road improvemenjgypically concetratesthe flows d these naturdlIEphemeraDrainageCourses.

OTHER

A Aspect& T opography Issues:The topographyrasa 1.1+%slope ad a local customargspect
(northeastand ultimate draiminto the Mojave River Thelocal customanagect ortheat) hasa
lower levd of erosivity potential sedimentaryransportand debris dgosition duringstorm events.

A Road Issues:Typically, rorth-south roads bisect sheet flows and natural drainage caurdesroute
stormwater flows alondghtse road until the water surfacesino longer contained and breaks free of the
road improvemeirst (paved roadgiraded dirt and unimproved dirt roads@ldhen continue in a newer
location in the local customagporth-northeastpspect to the Mojave Rive

A Hydrology Report & Issues:A Report wasnot provided/pepared therefore naelative informaion.

A Observable Upstream diversions: Observable Drersions from upstream suburban development; public
infrastructure ad specifically the California Aquedtihave permanently altedthe areas upstream
hydrology and have no existing or futdi®gnifican® potential effect oftlie Site
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SUMMARY INFORMATION - continued

Wildland Fire hasa long history is this general ar® the soutlbecause oftie higher density of vgetation and
increases invasive gragsand otheiplant species have historicaliyd will continue to impactative desert
adversely The site hasot hada historcal wildland fire based upon the exigtimosaic of nativeegetation

Habitat Fragmentation has bothnatural (i.e. Mojave River RipariaWildland Firesand Intermontan&ky
Islandissue$ and anthropoenic barriers and boundaries, for varispgcies, fiecting regional desert habitat
zone fagmentatiorfrom Highways 18, 58, 6&47 and 395, Interstatd® and 40, California Aquedyct
Railroad, Utility Corridors, all type of military, public facilities agriculture, residential, industrj@ommercial
developmenthatlimit overall terrestriamigration and gene pool diversity the Palimdale/LancastgYictor
Valley (Apple Valley, Adelanto, Hesperiictorville) and surounding communities [Spring Mal Lake,
Helendale, Silver Lake®ak Hills, PinionHills, and Phelapsince thei P o s td Wewarr!| .1 | Erao

Special Statudor Federal, State of Califomia and Localspeciesare now legally identifiedas following

91 Federal Endangeredconsists of animadr plant speciesubspeciesyr varietiesn dangerof extinction
throughout all or a sigficant portion of their range. Thesee considered "Federallysted" or "listed"
because a final rule has been published irFgderal Register

9 Federal Threatered consists of speciesubspeciesyr varieties likdy to become endangered within the
foreseeable future throughout all origréficant portion of theirange. These are considered "Federally
listed" or "listed" becausa final rule has been publishedtive Federal Register

1 Federal Proposedendangered othreatened are those specmsyspeies,or varieties for which a proped
regulation, but not a fad rule, has been published in thederal Register

9 Federal Candidate species, subspecies or varistae being considered for listing as ergkred of
threatened, but a proposed regulatias not yet been published in thederal Register

9 California State Endangeredanimals or plants are in serious danger of becomitigct throughout all, or
a signficant portion, of their range due to ooemore cases, including loss of habitat, ovexploitation,
competition,or diseas.

i California State Threatened animals or plants, although not presently threatened with értinare likely
to become endangetén the foreseeable future without spégiaptecton and management efforts.

9 Californi a State Rareplants or animals, althugh not presently threaten&dth extinction, are in small
numbers throughout their range thiay may become endangered if th@sent environment worsens.

1 Bureau of Land Managemant Sensitiveanimals or plants areohon federal or state lists as engard or
threatenedbut are @ésgnated by the BLM State Director for special management coasiole

GRANT RESEARCH INFORMATION:

San Bernardino County received a $400,00 Grat (March 2014) to study the enviroentaleffectsof
Alternative Energy mjects and issues brought gpPlanning Commission are the following:

1 Photovoltaic Panelsdn t hei r ALake E$ModdityandIhjior Bi rd | mpac

1 Wind projects blads impadhg birds (i.e. Vultures, GoldeBagkes,and threatened bat species)

1 Thermal projects (i.eBrightsourcéd PowerTower literally burning birds at new projeaslvanpah

9 Alluvial & Aeolian - Erosion from akred natural stormwater coursesd windblown dust issues

9 Carbon Sequestratiorsoil-surface disturbancéssues

9 Fluvial i The delicate combinain of ®ils and water movement (Sand Dunes type issues)

1 Wildlife Linkages for species movement and diversifygenetic issues
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ALTEC Land P lanning (760) 242-9917
19531 US Highway 18
Apple Valley, CA 92307 RandyAICP@gmail.com

BIOLOGICAL BASELINE ASSESSMENT & NATIVE PLANT REPORT: 8.52 ACRES, MOJAVE DRIVE, VICTORVILLE, CA

SUMMARY INFORMATION - continued

Desert Tortoise (Gopherus agassi2ii No Tortoises or active/poteatly active burrows were encoungd on

the Site during théeld survey Also, no other signée.g. scats, tracks, shell fragmentsyavimund, which

indicates utilization of the SiteTheiit ak eope€i €& j swhi c h ras$hsaor m,n cg wrdsewse A |
prohibited Additionally, Tortoisesare notypically found at elevation above3B0 feet and the elevatiat this

Site is3026+ to 3011+#eet. Coleman hapersonallyseennumerougortoisesn this aredrom 1964 tilthe mid

1980 6as a nearbyesidentsurveying,and biologicabhsessments omany nearbgites The Addenda includes

Table 1- Site Survey Summarnyf the Desert Tortoise (modified for otlretative species per CDFW)

MITIGATION AND RECOMMENDATION: Prior to any graithg activities aftetAPRIL 1, 2021and if there
is a hpse of 30 days of construction activities onSite thereafter, an assegnti O n | ySite@md 500
f oot bhalbdcemplietednd aClearancelLetter shallbe provided to the Local Agency pritr any
land disturbancgThis Site has no legal juriictional approvals for development, at this tjmed another
Site review vill be required prior to development.]

OTHER INFORMATION:  If Tortoises & observean the Site in the future, all activés shall be stopped
and CDFWcontacted to discuss pattal mitigation measures.

American Badge (Taxidea taxu§

Federal StatusNone State Stausi None

DistributionT Throughout Californiamost abadant in dier open stages of most shriditwest,and herbaceus
habitats.

Habitati Found ingrasslandsind open areas with grasslarfios. parks, farmswith available fossorial rodents
some reptes, insets, eggsbirds,and carrion They prefer praie regions vith sandy loam soils dig burrove.

CONCLUSION, Discussionand Recommendation No American Badgersr active/potentially active
burrowsor their habitat were locatetliring site surveyand 506foot buffer duing the field survg. Also, no
other signs (e.dur, fossorialbones,or middeng were found, which would indicate habitat or otihéstoric or
recentutilization of the Siteor bufferareas American Badger is consideredi@pecies of Spéal Concerd by
CDFW. While the sitecontainssandy loam soils, no gslands are presentoNadlitional surveys are required

Regardlessfian American Badgeare observed on &hSitein the uture, all activities shall be stopped and
ALTEC shall be contracted to discussembial mitigation meaures withUSFWS and CDFW

MITIGATION & RECOMMENDATION:

No less than 14 days dmo moe than 3Qdays prior to the beginning of ground disturbanced@nd
constructon activities, CDFWwill conduct a survey to determine if American badger sltes are
present at the site. If dens are found, they vélhionitoredor badger activitylf CDFW determins
that dens may be active, the entrances of thew#inse blocled with soil, sticks, andebris for three
to five days to discourage the uddtese das prior to project disturbance activities. The datrances
will beblocked to anincremeantally greater degree over the 3 teday period. After the quified CDFW
biologist determines that badgdrave stopped using active dens, the densbeithandexcavated with
a shovel to prevent tase during cortauction. No disturbance of actie denswill take place when cubs
may be present and dependent on pgatexae, as étermined bythe Project Wildlife Biologist or other
qualified CDFW biologist.Regardles, if an American Bdger isobserved on # Site inthe future, all
activities shdlbe stgpped and USFWS and CDFW contacted to discuss potential nutigaediasues

2 https//nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx@8umentlD=2597 &inline=1
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19531 US Highway 18
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BIOLOGICAL BASELINE ASSESSMENT & NATIVE PLANT REPORT: 8.52 ACRES, MOJAVE DRIVE, VICTORVILLE, CA

SUMMARY INFORMATION T continued

DesertKit Fox (Vulpes macrotigrsipug: No Desertkit fox or active/potentélly active burrowswvere
encoutered on the Site and 5@0ot buffer during he field survg. Also, noother ggns (e.gfur, fossorid
bones,or midden$ were found, which would indicate habitat or othéstoricor recentutilization of the Site
DesertKit Fox have no designated sig, but are protéed under California Code of Regulations, Tithe
Section460Protected Furbearind\nimals

CONCLUSION, Discussionand Recommendation No Desert Kit Foxor active/potentially activburrowsor
their habitat wez locatedduring site surveysand 506foot buffer duing the field surve. Also, no other sigs
(e.g.fur, fossorialbonesor midden$ were found, which would indicate habitat or otiéstoric or recent
utilization of the Sié or buffer areasTherdore, no additional surveyare required.

RegardlessfiDesertKit Fox ae observed on &Sitein the lture, all activities il be stopped andLTEC
shall be contracted to discuss @ital mitigation measures witHSFWS and OFW.

MITIGATION AND RECOMMENDATION IF DESERT KIT FOX ARE LOCATED IN FUTURE SURVEYS:

a Project Widlife Biologist shallconduct preconstruction surwes noless than 14 days and no more than
30 days before theommarcement of activities to identify pential dens more than 5 inches in diameter.

b. If potertial dens & located within the Proposed Pwje 6 s w o r knnoabe avaided durihg ¢ a
construction activities, agualifiedbiologist will determine if the denae occupied.

c. If occupied dengare present within the work area, their disturbaarmb destructiowill be avoided.
Exclusion zones Wibe implemented fdbwing thecurrent USFWS prockires(2011).

d. CDFW will notify USFWS immédiately if a natal or pupping den is found in the surama andwill
present the restd of preactivity den searches withi5 days after these activities amrpleted and
before the start of construction aftiies in the area.

e. Construction activitswill be conducted at a time that is least likely teaffthe species (i.e., afteeth
normal breeding sson ofDecembethrough September) (Ahlborn 1999his timing will be
coordinated with USFWS.

f.  CDFW, in coordination with USFWS, will determintdesert kit fox den removal is appropriate. If
unoccupéd dens need to be removidte USFWSapproved biabdgist will remowe these dens by hand
excavating thm in accordance with BFWS procedures (USFW2D11).

g. Additional conservation measures will teardinated with USFWS and DFW, and may include replacing
dens, installing offite artificial dens, acquisibn of compensairy habitat, or other options to be
determined. Compensation may include dedicatiogservaion easements, purchasing mitigatioadts,
or other offsite conservation measures, and tbiits of these measuredl bepart of the mitigaion
plan a must occur with full endowmentsrfmanagement in perpetuity. The plan will includbtaon
responsible parties for lorgrmmanagemendnd requirementdiolders of conservations easemeats]
other details, as appropriate, foe preserv#on of longterm vialde populations

Mohave Ground Squirrels (Xerospermophilus mohavensiMGS werenot encountered on tHgite during the

field survey Coleman haseverpersonally seen MGS in thigne r a | ar ea sTypcallg,the he 1970
mainly litary MGSaestivates and hibernates when the weather is at the extremes and wherstaodes
(TheWhite-tailed Antelope Squiel [WTAG], which occurs with its rangeremains active during #ése

periods.) Although, the M5Sis also known taccur inthe northern Yetor Valley regionjt is not known to

have eveinhabitedthis Site [The closest longerm sightings of MGS areorntheasterly in T6North, R5West,
Section#11just north of the Southedifornia Logistics Airport (George AFB inontinuoususe since the

1 9 4 OTdesrgcent sighting dnMGS was from a trapping in 2004 by Cadihs at Colusand Highway 395

(T6N, R5W,Secion#8; as reported hyls. Jones on 817-04)] but little new lochappoval activity since 208
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BIOLOGICAL BASELINE ASSESSMENT & NATIVE PLANT REPORT: 8.52 ACRES, MOJAVE DRIVE, VICTORVILLE, CA

SUMMARY INFORMATION - continued

MITIGATION AND RECOMMENDATION: No Mitigation is required based upon curr&ite conditions.

OTHER INFORMATION:  If MGS are observed on the Sitethe future, all activities shall be sjogd and
CDFW contacted to disiss potential mitigatin measureglf CDFW considers the Sitascritical habitat a
focused trapping study costiadpout$25,000($25,00G for each gridanda maximum area of 8@eesper
grid) between the various costatedwith process could bequired. TheMGS trappirg is during the
spring seasonvith numerous mtocols(starting in Aprilwith the first of thred (3) trappings lastingne
week eachandthe timeframe teatsfy dl responsible agencias late Augusfor CDFW response at a
minimum. Also, a 2081 Permiincidental take perihunder the CESA] woultiave to be obtained
Mitigation for a 2081 Permit coulesh¢lude acquisitia of compensatory habitat at a minimurd datio.
Assuming the associated costs $2@00 per acreplus,asso@ted costs of Habitat Bhagement
Endowment $200/acre) and Enhancemé®95acre) for fencing and other potentiiteimprovements, or
a minimum of $,500 per acrefor estimating The estmate to obtain a 2081 Permit is upste- (6) months.

Burrowing Owl (Athene cuniculariapr other owls: No owls or active/potentially active burrows or nests were
encountered on the Site ab@0-foot buffer during the field surve. Also, no otherigins (e.g. whitewash scats,
feathers, cougpellets, fossorigbonespr fragments) were founavhich would indicatéhabitat or other

utilization of the SiteThe CDFW Code 83503, §3503.5 and §3pfthibit the takepossession, or destition

of birds, heir nestsor eggsimplementation of théeke provisions requires thatgject-related disturbnce at
active nestingerritories be reduced or eliminated during critical phases of the nestinglegbleiary 1 throuy
August 31annually)Colemarhas obse/ed numerous 400+) Burrowing owlsin theVictor Valley during the

last D yearsand no efforspecificallyweremadeto locate the burrows at that time.

MITIGATION & RECOMMENDATION:  Prior o anygrading activities aftetFEBRUARY 1, 202J1and if theras
a lap® of 30 day®f construction activitie onthe Site thereafter, an assesstii O n | 3Site @md 50€foot
b u f shalfrbé completednd aClearance Lettershall be provided to the LocAgencyprior to any land
disturbance[This Ste has no legal jurisdional approvalsand another review Wibe required.]

OTHER INFORMATION: Potential$10,000 between the varioassociatedostsandthree months.

OTHER BIRD SPECIES OF CONCERN, INCLUDING ALL OTHER HAWKS & RAPTORS:

No Shap-shinned Hawk (Accipiter stiatus)or other Hawks or active/poterially active nests were
observedn native plans m the Site duringhe field survg and the Site has limited habitat potential

NoL e C o nTthradher (Toxostomd.eConte) or active/pogntialy active nests were obe/edin
native plants on the Site dag the field surveyand the Site helimited habitat potential

No Loggerhead Shrikes(Lanius ludovicianuspr active/potentially active nestgere obsrvedin
native plants on the Sithuring the field surveyand he Site hasiinited habitat potential

MITIGATION & RECOMMENDATION:  No othersigns (e.gwhitewash scats, feathers, scattebbedesor
fragments) were found, which would iedie habitat oother utilization TheCDPW Code83503, §3503.5
and 8380 prohibitthe take, possession, or destioin of birds, theinestsor eggs. Implementationof the
take provisions requires that projeetated disturbance at active nesting tend® be redugl or eliminated
during critical prases of the nesting cig.

Population levels for these specas expected to be relativelywoin the Vidor Valley based upn current data
and the project is not expected to have any effect on thesespowever,the mobility of these spees dos
not preclude thesgscies from occurring on the Site in théuhe. If these species are detedbn the Sie in the
future, dl activities shall be stopped and USFWS and CDFW contacted to discuss potéigetion measures.
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BIOLOGICAL BASELINE ASSESSMENT & NATIVE PLANT REPORT: 8.52 ACRES, MOJAVE DRIVE, VICTORVILLE, CA

SUMMARY INFORMATION - continued
OTHER HAWKS AND OWLS AND BIRD INFORMATION:

OtherHawks OwlsandRaptos species are widespread in tejave Desert region @manylive year
roundin the Victor Valley and many other speciagjratethroughand some novgpend winters in the
Victor Valley due to available food, sheltagstng and water resircesprovidedhistoricallyonly by the
Mojave Rver Riparianscattered DryLakes and Springgnd spedically more recentlyby manmade
riparian alternfives (recreational facilities, golf courses, California Aqueduct ae&, countyregional,
andcity parks,perimeterschools agrcultural and equésan areaspf theMohave Deserandcan be
observedalmostdaily where foodwater, sheler, nestingand roostingopportunities are provided:

YEAR-ROUND RESIDENT SPECIES:

Accipitridaes Red-tail hawk (Buteo jamaicensis)

Co o p er B (#&ccipitar wooperi
Falconidae American kedrel (Falco sparverniis sparerius)
Strigidae Great Horned owl (Bubo virginianis)
Tytonida Barn owl (Tyto aba)

Other species migrate throufgr food, rest ad water and a few ernat speciedollow winter and summer
storms,and a few get logiccasiorally from typical migatory pdhs (i.e. a windfall for local birers-
Scissottail Flycatcher at ucky Park in29 Palmsn 2010 tmeframé.

The overall ppulation levels for thesgecies area expected to bad remaimelatvely low in the Victor
Valley based uponurrert data It is noted tht thesespeciehave beembserved on aitregular basislong
the Mojave Rver, fiLocal Mountainor ManmadeRipariard, Mojave Desertntermontre, and specifically
duringwildland firesin the local San Bernardino or San GabMeuntain ranges

LOCAL AREA MIGRANT SPECIES:

Accipitridaes Osprey (Pandion haliaets) Northern harrier (Circus cyanes)
Swainsord s  h(Butekswainsoi) Rough-legged hawk(Buteo lagops)
Golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos catenss)
Bald eagle(Haliaeetus leucocephaluS)OTE: observed during local mountain fires
Falconidae Prairi e falcon(Falco mexicanus
Strigidae Long-Eared owl (Bubo otus tuf) Western Screech owl(Otus kennicottii)
Flammulated owl (Otus fammeolus) Northern saw-whet owl (Aegoliusacadicus)

The mobility of these specieses nd preclude hem from occurring onasite, in the future if reource
opportunities (water, foodhdter, andnesting) are availableéypically, along the Mojave Rivesind
manmade ripariarThis Site does ndtave any of these characteristitterefore, this Siteis not expeatd to
have any effect on these species

MITIGATION & RECOMMENDATION:  Priorto any gradhg activities afteFEBRUARY 1, D21and if theras
a lapse of 30 days of construction actigition the Site thereafter, an assessiif@nly OnSite and500-foot
buff e shall be completednd aSite Clearance Leter shall be provided to the LocAgency pror to any land
disturbance NOTE: [This Site has ntegal jurisdictional approvals for developnt, at this time, and another
Site reviewwill be required prior to development.] If these species ameaipyingthe Site in the future, all
actiities shallbe stopped an@DFW contacted to discuss potentiatigation measures
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SUMMARY INFORMATION - continued

NOTE: No Greater Roadrunners (Geococcyx califimianug or actve or potentially active ngts were
observed in native plants on thigeeSduring the fieldsurvey.Roadunnersareobservedeveryyear throughout
the greater Victor Valley areend near CSU San Bernardinonawer constructionn previousyears

FEDERAL, CALIFORNIA and LOCAL PROTECTED NATIVE PLANTS:

The Sitels in asingle ecotonal zonand has a relativelyigh, buttypical mix of vegetaiton due to mosaic of
historical wildland fires in the general ared$e Sitehasnofi B | u e orldgnificardnatural drainage coses
and the site geerally has a consistit slopeand aspect to theorth-northeast and a slope df1+% and
ultimately drans into the Mojave Rer. The neagest BlueLine Stream is the Oro Grande Wash west 1.l

TheSiteis in the northvesten portion of theCity of Victorville and has mix of residatial, industrial,and
commercial, along withnterstate 15Highway 395 Cdifornia Aqueduct,and high voltage transmission lines in
the immediate vicinityThe Siteis impacted by numeroupaved and di roads andrials used byHOV,

numeous large dogéscat, digging holesand tacks)werealso observeih the gemralarea.

AlJoshuadés, all species of the Agavaceae ifgawithda y ( C
diameter of ten feet or gredteDalea and Spinosa (soke tree), all spaes of the genus Proseimesquites)
and Beavertail Cactu$ soitt-Jan tage searched for and located. (Skive Plant Magor more information.)

NATIVE DESERT PLANTS ENCOUNTERED WITHIN THE LIMITS OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT.

{4} Joshua Tree(Yucca levifolia) [2 feet or hgher in height]
[0] Beavertail Cadus (Opunia basilaris i s hjo @ itvartb@achycladh
No Beavertail Cactus(Opuntia basilaris)\were locatedonthe Site
10/ CreosoteRings [with a diameteof ten feet or ggaer]
POTENTIAL NATIVE DESERT PLANTS PROPOSED FOR RELOCATION (LOCATED IN TABLE 2):
{-2-} Joshua Treesare proposed tbe relocated alonig@ndscaping planteRetention ares

open spacegperimeter roads ahatr selecte areas at the time of sitewkelopmen Due
to theavailableamountof healthy and younger Joshua TrégemlyJ o s hua6s wi t h
range h height fom 2-feetto 10-feet are proposed to be relocated at this time and
ALTEC reserves the righbtreview theSitewith Final Engineering Rns forStreet
Improvemens and Gradingllans fort h e  8evelopni@esprior to development
[smallJostu a 6 s height uip tozafeetand R-feet or tallerandadditional fire
damaged and theying to Dead Stahi n g Jarendt prapdsed to be related.
[-0-] Beavertail Cactus(Opunta basilaris)[ No f o u-+ @ i varsbiachycladgd
/-0-/ Creosote Rings(Larrea tridenata), [with a diameter of ten feet or gredtéhese
Creosote Rings amotcommon inthis specificarea.

Mojave YuccaNote: Due to thedanger to pis and childrengg. blind) and the difficulty of these plémbeing
clones (deadat healthy)with variows levelsof fungus damage and beetle damage increased from relocation
activities and hving intertwned root corms with dead, ithg and Iealthy plantsno relocation devities are
typically planned.

Cholla Note: Due to the dangebptpets andahildren (eg. blind) of these plants continuously dropping cactus
joints, no relocation activiéis ardypicdly planned.

There was nowedence & any other yung and healthyo3hua Trees or other native plants meettieg
parameters of thieocal Agencyand thisSite appeas to be in compliance withederal State andCounty
StandardsSeefuture Design Plangor furtherlocationalinformaion andproposedsite layout areas
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SUMMARY INFORMATION - continued

LOCAL NATIVE DESERT PLANTS:

TYPICAL TRANSPLANTING AND OTHER INFORMATION:
1 An estimateof 90 days is required prior to any grading and grubbing activities.
o ProperiNati ve PbaandPeumr e nltbe attaneddromthelLomlrAgescy s h a |
0 ALTEC LAND PLANNING shall be contacted for latest requiremengnpert of consulting fes,
scheduihg of tanporary water meter and scheduling with subcontractoretued personnel.

1 Relocationactivities for desigated native desertgmts areshown in Table 2 andttached Maps.

1 Relocation activities for designatedive desert plants al be onSitein designated areas and
landscaping planters along the perimetetheSite as shown on thienprovement plansf available

1 See Ladscapingand Grading Planatthe time of developmerior further details, if avédble.

1 A Tree Spadeg.g.min. o GS44) sall be used for all trees oveif@et and up to the maxivm size of
tree that can bednsplanted without aaaging the tree or éhcorm oras directed by conftant.

1 Bonding Requirements for Subdivision Tra@d®rding is currently stimated tdoe $00 per proposed
relocated Joshua Tree and $100 per propadedatedBeavertail Cactysasapplicableand othercosts
associated wit other equirements

1 Potenial mitigation for Joshua trees other native plastis estimatedat $500 perspecifiedindividual
specimerconsidering the variodsmp sumcosts assaated with this procegser Ste.

o0 Preparation oFinal Native Plant Tansplantig Report

Tree Spadend operator costs

On-Site Special Inspector duringl transplanting actities

Watermeter ratal and water usage

Field Inspector,Supervisor and echrician(s) for assisting transphting activities

Rerting other equipmengs requied, to completethe Rel ocati on Acti vities
Interim Relocation igges and challenges

O O0O0OO0OO0OO0o

1 Large pilesof vegetation shall be avoided duepitentiallyhazardous condiins and shall be properly
andimmediatelydisposedf or prior to the ed of eachworkdayunlessspecfically being used as part
of a ARest®ration Project

91 Due toSitegradingrequiremets (cut and fill) and development and phasing, an interim tranpdan
location may be neededigr to find relocaton aread.g.Retenton Basin Landscapedr OpenrSpace
areas) and this requires the native plants telmeated twice and sentially aubles the total cost.

1 The plants shall be monitored ovethegeei (3) year period and additi@al measureimplemeted (e.g.,
monthly irigation)by a contract wittthe property owner to ensure thestsurvival of theplans.

9 All relocatedplants shh be relocated and placed in the ground immediately upon relpeativitiesand
shall not bdeft in a ple, boxedor any other manner
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SUMMARY INFORMATION - continued

SUMMARY:

The ste isgenerally withhin the JoshaTree Woodland ecotonal zone and hasignificantminor natiral
drainayecoursesThe Siteperimeter andnterior dirt trailsareused bywehicles HOV, dogsandstudentsaand
cumuhtively cause localized amdgonal halitat fragmentation deitonewdevelopment in the Victor Vigey.

Based on the best available informatigh,TEC asserts that no fther investjation of the site is warranted at
this time and tkimplementation oftie proposed improvements on the site would resalzaro- (0) %
removal for theDe<it tortoise, American badger, Desert kit foklojave groundsquirrel, Burrowingowl and all
other Owls Sharpshinned Hawk and lbther HawksL e C o nThrasbes, Loggedad Shrik or associated
critical habitatBiological Baseline Assesterts are tpically reviewedyearlydue to im@aads fromevolving
implementation of the West MojaWdanand other planning effor{gause chareg to arrent process),
manmadelevelopmenhand natral (fire and/or fl@d) conditionsand any judicial decisionthereforethe
following will be required It is noted Bir@ are specifially reviewed duringhe Breeding season.

MITIGATION AND RECOMMENDATION:

1 SiteAssessment afte&kxPRIL 1, 2021for all reptile and mammaipecis.

1 SiteAssessment aftétfEBRUARY 1,2021 for Burrowing owlsand al other referenced bird species
andif there is a lape 0f30+ daysof corstruction advities on theSitethereafter

MITIGATION & RECOMMENDATION: Prior to any grading activitieafter FEBRUARY 1, 202and if
thereis a bpse d 30 days of constructio activities on the Site thereafter, an assessfdily On-Site and
500foot b ushd ke canpletecand aClearanceletter shall be provided to the Local Agency prior to
any land dsturbancelf these species aoecupyirg theSite in the future, all activities shall be stopped and
CDFW conacted to discuss potentiaitigation measares

It is naed that for all birdspecies,hiesemigratory bird peciesareprotected bythe Migratoy Bird Treaty Act
(MBTA) of 1918 (16 US.C §703711) and under protectiaf the CESA®> The CDFN Code §3503, §3503.5
and 83800 prohibithe ke, possession, or desttion of birds, theinests or egg$mplementatiorof the take
provisionsrequires thaprojectrelated disturbance at actinesting territories be reduced or eliminated during
critical phases of the nesting cycle

NATIVE DESERT PLANTS PROPOSED FOR RELOCATION:

{-2-} Joshua Treesare designated for parttial relocatiorand ALTEC reseves the right to review the
Final DesignPlars for Street Improvements, Landscaping Plans aadiGg Plans prior to
development andLTEC will designate thbeathiestproposedelocation ofavailable] o s hu a 6 s .

BONDING MITIGATION RECOMMENDATION IS $ 500.00: The Sitehas{-2-} proposedlostua Tress for
relocation activities and the associatedts and time to provide Supervision,-8ite Inspector, field
techricians, tree spade servicesater meter usage costéher potential rentalquipment orsubcontracting
costs is estimated to beadl o $2,000 plus$250 per tree for a total estinedlBONDING of $ 500.00.

OWNER RESPONSIBILIT Y: Theowner has total (ciViand financial) responsibilitto comply withall
Local Native Plant Ordianceand apglcableCity, State and Federal Agency regjlaments

The owner shall water these plants once per mimnth minimum of3 year after relocatioand may be part
of a Landscaipg Maintenance Assesemt Districtor Contractial Maintenacewith thelocal agency

3 https:/www.fws.gov/birds/management/manaegakcienigratorybird-treatyact-protectedspecies.php
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BIOLOGICAL BASELINE ASSESSMENT & NATIVE PLANT REPORT: 8.52 ACRES, MOJAVE DRIVE, VICTORVILLE, CA

SUMMARY INFORMATION - continued

OTHER INFORMATION:

0 The Sitehas no current legal entitlements for development &BiteaPlan for a Mini-Storage Facilitys
in proaess for submittal to #City of Victorville. Due to the lack o€ity Approvals and timeframe for
appovals, no permitting rogradirg activities shall commence prior to anotl@tereview for all bird
speciesaandprobableanimal species

Bird species maydveprojectrelatal disturbance of active nesting territories during critical phases of
the nesting cycléFebruary 1sthroughAugust31st annually)

[@]3

[@]3

A future Sitereview will be required prior to any grubbing, borrow pit, stotkgior any other grding
or construdbn activities (060t days from field survey update, pursuant witBviousconversabns
with CDFW staff).

ALTEC staff have no personal or financial responsibility for the relocation or {tamgh maintenare of
anyNative Plats (.e. Joshua Trees, Xtca, oBeavertail[fi s h-b o if)netcpnor personal or financial
responsibiliy if these nativeplants ae destroyed inadvertently, purposellyy unintended consequences
or damaged in any other manner.

[@]3

Thereport must have aat sgnature and stamp ioriginal ink, noncopied, to be an authorized copy of this
report. Any attached F u | | afishallealsavkqgure a wet signature and stamipapplicable Any additional
copies of this report are an additiofed for prefration and originasignatuee if orderedandprepaidwithin 30-
days Any attempt forassignment of this Assessment to anfedéht persm or enity shallmake this
Assessment void and wikkquire aseparataegotiated feeCurrent practicesequired bythe Local Agencyand
CDRW for the preparatioand field survey requirements and monitoring are subject to change at any time

Please revew the ompleteBiological Baseline AssessmertgsessmentandProtectedNative DesertTree and
Plant Report(Report)in its entirety to better werstand the conclusions presen&dTEC appreciates the
oppottunity to furnish thisAssessmerdndReport Please d not hesitatéo contact us if you have amyestions
or request additional servicdsis your responsibility to read the report andimfi the consultant of angrras
or omissions you are aware of prior to utilizing the report or nggikiavalable o any third pay.

If this is not signedh original ink, stampeddated,and humberede(g.#1 of 2 i City Planningand#2 of 2-

Client) original, this copy is unathorized | hereby certify that the findings and conclusions presentgdsin
assessmenare accurate tde best ofny knowledge.

Regpectfully submitted,

Randolph J. Coleman, AICP CEP

CDFW Scientific Collecting Permit #11586

Certified Wildlife Biologist #43090

Qualified Stormwater Developer/Planner #21595

Certified Arborist & Tree Risk Assessment Qualified WE#8024A
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BIOLOGICAL BASELINE ASSESSMENT & NATIVE PLANT REPORT: 8.52 ACRES, MOJAVE DRIVE, VICTORVILLE, CA

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The poject is proposeto dlow for the development & Mini-Storage
Facility andprovide aBiological Baseline Assessmemtgsessmeit
andProtectedNative Deset TreeandPlant Report(Report)to analyze
the ggnificant impacts that may occur to the biological resources on the
Sitefor the Client andLocal & Reguatory Agency(s) reviewprocesses

ASSESSORG6S PARCEL: APN3128621-04-0000

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Pacel 3 ofParcel Map 2092, PMB 18/52 the NorthwestY of
Section 10T5N, T5N, SBM, intheCity of Victorville, County of San
Bernadino, Sta¢ of California

SOILS & TOPOGRAPHY: Soils areYoungerAlluvium [gravels, sands;lay, and silt.
Unconsolidatedd modeate corsdidated. Low to moderate
permeability] @ad hasa slope of about.1+% anddrains to the Mojave
Rivervia a combination of manmadandnaturaldrainage courses

SPECIAL ZONES: The subject is not located in a California Coastal Zone, Aldriiwlo
Seignic Zone,or a Critical Habiat Zone NOTE: The ste is17+
milesfrom the San Andreas Fault, which also runs in the Cajon Pass
area to the south

FLOOD HAZARD: No fBlue Linais locded onSite based upotihe USGS Quad Map and
the sitedoes have asignificantnatural drainage course

MOJAVE GROUND SQUIRREL: None- No Mitigation is required based upon curr&ite conditions

DESERT TORTOISE, AMERICAN BADGER, DESERT KIT FOX, BURROWING OWL, SHARP-SHINNED
HAWK, LEC ON T ETHRASHER, LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE & OTHER RAPTORS (HAWKS & OWLS):

MITIGATION Prior to aly grading activitis after FEBRUARY 1, 202for
Burrowing owlsandall other referenced bird speciesd
& RECOMMENDATION: April 1, 2021for Tortoises ad all other referenced animal spegias

SiteReviewshall be completedndif there is a lapse of 30days of
construdon adivities on theSitethereafter A Clearance Letteshall
be preparednd providedor the City.

NATIVE DESERT PLANTS: RelocationRequired: {-2-} Joshualreesandwill personally relocate
any other Cactio an offsitelocation when needed

LOCAL AGENCY: TheCity of Victorville has he Local Jurisdictional Authority for the
Legal EntittemenPlanning, EngineeringandBuilding processeshe
City alsoshallhave the applicable viewing authority forary
transplanting activities or commercial agting of desert niive plants
andall transplantingactivitiesshall conform to all applicableodes,
laws, and fieldprocedures from the localrisdiction. At the time of
transplantinghe local jurisdictio shall be contacted for the latest
requiremert.

REPORT EXPIRATION: FEBRUARY 1, 202 for all indicatedBird Species
APRIL 1, 2021for all reptile andma m m aspedias
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BIOLOGICAL BASELINE ASSESSMENT & NATIVE PLANT REPORT: 8.52 ACRES, MOJAVE DRIVE, VICTORVILLE, CA

INTRODUCTION

Biological survegs were caductedn theCity of Victorville, San Bernardino Goty, California toevaluate the
site for thepreseicdabsencef Desert tortoie (Gopherus agassijjiAmericanbadger(Taxidea taxug Desert

kit fox (lupus candidiaMohave ground squirreXerospermophilus ohavensiy Burrowingowl (Athene
cunicularig), Sharp-shinned hawkAccipiter striatug, LeCo n t thrésker Toxostoma LeQntei), Loggerhead
shrike (Lanius ludoviciang) andall other Rapta (Hawks and OwlsBurveys for these species were conducted
as pe guidelines establisldyy U.S. Fish and Willife Service (USFWS) anddlifornia Department of Fish and
Game CDFW). Thisreport provides aslsnmary of the results dfie suveys The resuls are part of the baseline
data necessary for consideration of pheposed projedty the Local Agencyand other reglatory agencies.

Project Description and Location
The project is proposkto dlow for the development ai Mini-Storage Facility

TheSiteis 8.52tacrs in size and is locatedest of Interstate 18nd Route 66east ofU.S. Highway 395
(Three Flags Highwaynorth ofU.S.Highway 18, North side ofMojave Drive, Eastsideof Mesa Linda
Avenue,andin the Gty of Victorville in San Bernardin€ounty. Portiors of the Siteare disturbed by éfroad
vehicleuse andhe dumping otonstruction and yard debias theSite by resideits of the surrounding area.
The property is located west of a LADVBRO-KV transmissiorcorridorfrom Hoover Dam and Los Aries
This area is in thnorthwestern pdion of the City of Vidorville with nearbyregionalcommercial usesiewer
schoos, and scattei SingleFamily subdivisonsin the general aredhe devation of the site is abo8026+ to
3011+feet and the site is reladly flat with al.1+% slopeo the northnortheast ashultimately drains intotte
Mojave River Thereare no promient ridge orsignificant natural drainage souraas the site.

Site Overview, Areal Geology and Resume Summary

The Sites in a singleecotonal zone ahhas a relativig limited, but typicalmix of vegeation in the geeral
areas The Sitela s n o Linedbut does havelrainagesheet fow onthesite tothe northed. The site
generallyhas a consistent slope angh@st to the nortmortheastind a slope of.1+% andultimately drains into
the Mojave Rver. The Site is16+ milesfrom San Andeas Fault to theouthin the Cajon Pass area.

The Site is in theorthwesternportion of the City of Victorville and haa mix ofvacant propertieglong with
resicential and ommercial, along withJ.S. Highwg 18 and395ard high voltages00kV transmissiodinesin
thegeneralicinity. The Site is impacted by numerous dirt roads and trails us@Hi scattered debrign
site and generallglong dirtroads, along witlecentcaninécoyote holesstat, digging holes and trackskre
observedn thegeneral arealrhe Ste iseast ofU.S. Highway 395 horth ofHighway 18 andNorth side of
Mojave Drive, East of Mesa Linda Avenuandwest of Interstate 1&nd at the northerly edgf thesemi
alpine tansition zone of th8an Bernardino and San Gabiliébuntains and # Mojave DesertVictorville and
Hegeriawere origirally divided into parcelén 1888along theRailroad corridor, following historical wagon
trails andwest of Irterstate b (Route 66 Old Trals Highway), further developeidto a military community in
194006s t hrSuhseghentlisicg Bed s1 9 Bubnérausational regional,and Iccal bulders bought
raw acreage and developed housing, particularly ditlegstatel5 and Highvay 395 ad otherlocal areas

The AAr eal seSsmpthedgjavé RiveraGsound WaBasinsinvestigaions, by he Department of
Water Rsource states: Soils caist of @y i YoungerFan Deposits [Boulders, poorly sortgavels,sands,
andsit. Lo c a | cal i c h eselidated ® mederdtely osolidated. Low to modate permeabty] and
have a gbpe to thenortheasof 1.1+% andultimately drains to the Mojave RiverThe Soil Survey of San
Bernardino County Mojave Rver delineatesite Sie as #0671 fiBryman sandi 2% S| .Aplaedineis
not shown orthe Siteandthe USGS Quad shegtow othes just over tmile to theeast and the west
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BIOLOGICAL BASELINE ASSESSMENT & NATIVE PLANT REPORT: 8.52 ACRES, MOJAVE DRIVE, VICTORVILLE, CA

Consufant as conpleted thefollowingenvironmentatducationworkshs, licensesanddesighatins:

- Tree Care for Birds & @thVildlife(Arizon&alifornibllevad& Hawaji- Internional Society of Arboriculture
2020 -WildlandJrban Intefacei AmericaRlanning Association
2019 -Joshua Tree Master Naturallsslia Tree NationalP®sertinstitut& UC Riverdg @ caurses)
- DesertPlantPhenology ofashua Tree Nationahfk UC Riveside an JTNPDesrt Institite
- Desert Tortiase Biology &Conservation CCFW/BLMAC Riverside arliINPDesert Institug
- FugitiveDust Cotrol (CV19080773-7796. SouthCoastir QuéityManagemenblistrict
2018 - Tree Risk AssessmieQualiied (Irternatioal Society éfrboridturei Catifed Arborist WiB824A)
- Lamge BranchiopodsfaCaliforniaVorksha@WSSoCal antSFW S San egoBotanic Garden
- Sea Turtl&/orkeg: NMFS Protected Res. Div., West Coast Regid@/Na\Beach duaium
201@15- San BemrdindCounty Planing& Airport Commissier- Review &pprovabf CEQAStudies Projects
2014 - Arroyo ToadAnaxyrusalifornicus)WorkshoThe WdlifeSocigéy San Diego Chapter
- Sustainable Communi@esPATSConfeenee: Fé. 78,2014 in Sabiego
- Californiannal Conferen@/A(4Days AnakimandVisalian 2013 & 2014
2013 -Ydlow Billed CuckodCpacyzusamerianus)WorkshogdKern Rier Vieyi KRVAudubon Faci)ity
- Southwstern Wilow Rycatder(Empdonax trailli extimusWorkshogdKRVAudubon Fdity)
- National Innovative @amities Conference: 2013 (O@Aii®@an Diego mention asadmay times)
- Tree Risk AssementQualifiednernationgociety of Anicultue WE#3024A Reneed in 2013
2012 - American Riahg Assciatbn Annual Condace (4 Day&os Ageles)
- Environmatal Leadershigertificate CSU San Meos(Matt RahnRID., Esq).
199812- UC Riverside Fiekl OtherCertificates: Desertecology- Field EcologyBotany- Ornithdogy- Geology
- Geogaphic Infaomaion Systems- Geograpical Positioning SystemsEducation&ecilityPlanning
- Amegan Planning Association Annual Conference (4&ageles)
- California Countwrifling Commissars Associati¢ Days Suisun City)
2011 - Sdentific Cdlecting Permt #11586yCaliornia Departmentrigh and Wliife
- Legends of the RalExploring the Clandasti Flora oEarlyFall in theEastern Mojave Desert
Rare Awmn AnnuaisDr. Jame&ndre & Dr. Tagba Doux Calif Natie Plant Soiety @ UG DRC
- Certified Ewironmental RInner- Advanced Specialty Certificatigd@¥2011[1 of33 in L&)
- Qualifed Storm Wat Deeloper& PlannenQSD/R#21595hy CASQA
2010 - CertifiedWildlife Biologit #43090by The Wilte Scciety- Life Memb¢2006)Westan Sec.
2009 -Western Pond Turtle, California Tiger Salal®a& Redegged Frog Workshd@SU Sonoma)
- Wildlfe Maagement & Ecosystem ManagenfantBarrow, UC Rigide Research CeBtenit cours
- Bird Biolagy - Cornell Uiverdiy/3-urit couse
2008 - Palms Culturn the SouthwegP days Internional Society of Arboriculture (ISA) in Las Vegas)
2007 - Certified ArborigfTree Risk As&ssment Qualifi@dlVE#3024A Int Socigy of Arboricukw{r@hours CE)
- RipariarEcdogy &Plantldentfication WorkshopONPS Ventura River)
- Jurisdictonal Delineation of Waatlds(38hours of Army Corps ofrigaging training in San Diego)
- Protocols for Botanical Repof&sday U.C. DavisBodea Bay Matine Reearch Lab)
2006 -VegeationMapingin Redlandg day Dr. Todd KeeMfolf, Senitdfegetation Ecologist, CIBHW
Cdifornia Native Planb c i et y 6 s ( C Nadn3WthonoEkualtofeCalifomia Vealjah and
Terrestal Vegdation ofCaliforniaanong dter boks andesources)
2005 -Mgave Ground Squirrel Wehop- Wildlife Society, CDFG & USFW
2003 - California Burrowingv@® Symposiund The Wdlife Soetly/Western S#mnin Sacramento
20@ - Tortoise Workstp by Desert Tortoise Counti(Life Mmber)CDIE & USF&/
1994 - Registered Enviromental Assessor #0891 Calif. Environmental Proteagiemnci (DT 3€hdedn 201
1993 - American Institute CeditiRlannerg9®2& Certified Environmémiafesend (2011[1 0f33 in US])
19&/4 - CALiceses:Land Sureyor #541(3984)Civil Engineer #362938), Real EstatBroker &3695%1982)
1980 -B.S. in Civil & Emanmental Engineerirfigom Univsity of ddania,
198 - Personallytaliamwith the geneakea have complet@ariosiSureys,Engineeing Planning Appraisé&
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BIOLOGICAL BASELINE ASSESSMENT & NATIVE PLANT REPORT: 8.52 ACRES, MOJAVE DRIVE, VICTORVILLE, CA

METHODOLOGIES AND PROTOCALS

Pedestrian surveys wetenduted duringSunsebf Sepember27 and Sunse of Septembet8, 2020by R.J.
Coleman (Certified Wiltif e Biologist #43090Certified Arborist/Tree Risk AssessmeQualified WE#8024A
and Scientific Colleéhg Permi #11586from CDFW) to verify the almncépresence of thelentifiedspecies

It should be noted that although none of the identified dpeeties were locatedidng suveys, the proposed
projectis not within theMojave River riparian cordor or a significant ephemeral riparian codor like the Ore
Grande Wash anather larger washes in tii@nsmontaeareas of théViojave DesertTherebre,this Sitehas

no potential habitat for nesting lsduring the breeding seasdor riparian corridor speces of concern
Regardless of thetsistatusmitigation meaures hae been included to require additional site surveys to
address constructicactivities aftefFebruary 12021 (beginning of the estng seasoris designated as February
1% andenrding August 15tf, or being delayed 30 dags more, after construicin actiities begin to verify site
conditions have not changed.

ON-SITE SURVEY

Recent documentation fnothe U S. Bureau of Land Managet, USFWS, and CDFW were consulted to
determneto wha extent Desert Tortoises and allex@nced species (e.g. MGBurraving Owls) have been
observed in the areln addition, Biological BaselinAssessmestprepared p ALTEC for other projects in #
areawere reviewed prior to commencement adfileld surveys Following the literature réew, the Site was
visited by corsultant The field survey of the Sitis inclusive of the righbf-ways andconsists of a series o
traveses that are walked inn@rth-south direction until the entire Site haden thopbughly checked for
Tortoise sign (@. Tortoises, burrows,dcks, sats) and other referenced species at 3@ (t@ter) foot
intervals and &loser, more detailedkaminaton is given to areas @fregula topographical features such as
localized high-points, washes and other localized#points, erosion chanrglelevéed clumps or rings of
vegetation, bases of bushes and other perennidkpfance tortoises tdrto burow into small hills andbanks
such as those at the base of woody plabteosoe andJunipers obthermanmade topgraphical
considerationsThe Sie survey is designed to provide one hundred percent (100%) coveragethétinternal
boundarie®f theproposed projedb locate the fllowing:

OFF-SITE SURVEY

The zone ofnfluence(ZOl) includes parallel transect$ ©00, 300, 600, 1200 arkft00feet for Tortoises and
transacts in 10@oot increments and up to 500 feet Burrowing owlsandall bird other speciesThe zone of
influence was completed until being bisected by elepmentandfencingand the property boundaries were
avdlable prior to the &e survey This Site has been previously reviewed for biological resowvithin Zone of
Influence/Bufferareador nearbySites bang reviewed by Coleman at the time pfanning approwalsin 1996
2020 timeframe, along with numerogsirveying and engindgag projecs sincethe 1973 timeframe

RESULTS-LITERATURE REVIEW
ANIMAL PROTECTION

This Assesment was preged pursuant tde California EnvironmentalQuality Act of 1970(California Pubic
Resources Codg2100021178 and Title 14 CR, 8753, and Chaer 3, 8500015387 and the conclusions of
this report represent the retsubf a Site assessmdrim a fieldsurvey to determinénge biologicalbaseline
required for potentialemediaibn of the proposed project on the Site by the |lpgatdiction andadditional
govenmental agenciesLiterature was reviewed to identify tipecies that would rege a site asessmento
prepare his Report.
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BIOLOGICAL BASELINE ASSESSMENT & NATIVE PLANT REPORT: 8.52 ACRES, MOJAVE DRIVE, VICTORVILLE, CA

The City of Victorville GeneraPlan Resarces Section (pp 101) identifies species to bgauated for
biological resourceseports.t is noted many of these species are ripariagiepebird migratiompahsalong
riparian corridorsand hesespeciesnclude

Amphibian I Leas Bell's VireoVireo bellii pusillus

1 Arroyo Toa Bufo mcroscaphus californicus 1 Northern Harier Circus cyaneus

Gastropod 1 Sharpshinned HawkAccipiter stiatus

1 Victorville ShouderbandHelminthodypta 1 Cooper's Hak Accipiter caoperii
mohaveana 1 Ferruginous HawiButeo Regalis

Reptile f Golden Eagledquila chrysaetos

9 Desert tortois€sopherus agassizii  Prairie FalcorFalco mexicanus

1 Western Pond Ttie Clemmys marmorata 1 Burrowing OwlAthena cnicularia

1 CoastHorned LizardPhrynosoma corcatum f Long-eared OwlAsio otus

Mammal _ _ f Brown-crestedFlycatcheMyiarchus

1 Mojave Ground Squirrébpemophils tyrannulus
mohaveses 1 Loggerhead Shrikkanius ludovicianus

1 Mojave River VoleMicrotus californicus § Bendir's ThraherToxostoma Bendirei
mohavesis _ 1 Le Conte's Thrash&foxostoma lecoet

T  Pallid BatAntrozouspallidus 1 Yellow WarblerDendmica petechia

Bird _ 1 Yellow-breasted Chdtteria virens

i Bald Eag_leHahaeetus Ieucocephalus_ Summer TanagePiranga rubra

T Yellow-billed Cucloo Coccyzus americana § TricoloredBlackbird Agelaius tricolor

1 Willow FlycatchefEmpidonax traillii

There arsmumerousadditional speciesdentified by the CNDDBas occurring in the general region. A review of
thelocations and habitatsf these species revealed that jmahthem rguire water, riparian areas, cistent
saasonal drainage, woodlands, forests, mountaingpr@nrDesert habitaor are in exceedingly smathumbers

in extremely specifi@areas of thet@te. These species aret induded within theReport butareincludedfor
discusion purposesThe renaining additbnal sgcies evaluated in this report include:

Birds Reptiles

1 Americanperegrine falcorralco peegrinus 1 Coastal whiptailAspidoscelis gris stejnegeri
anatum 9 California glassy snakérizona elegans

9 Arizona bell's viredVireo bellii arizonae occidertalis

1 Bell's sage parrowArtemisiospiza belli belli 1 Orangethroatd whiptailAspidoschs hyperythra

1 Blacktailed gnatcatchdpolioptila melanura 1 Reddiamond rattlesnak@rotalus ruber

9 California gullLaruscalifornicus

1 Coastal cactus wre@ampylorhynchus Mammals
brunnei@pillus sandiegensi 1 Californialeafnosed baMacrotuscalifornicus

1 CrissdthrashefToxostoma crissale 9 Dulzura pocket mous€haetodipus californias

f Gila woodpeckeMeanerpes uropygialis femoralis

f Gray vireo Vireo vicinior 1 Pocketed feetailed batNyctinomops

M Harris' havk Parabuteo unicinctus femorosacus

1 Lucy's warbleOreothlypis luciae 1 Western yellow batasiurus xanthinus

T Southwesern willow flycatchefEmpidonax trailli 1 Southern grasshgper maiseOnychomys torridus
extimus ramona

§ Vermilion flycatcherPyrocephalus ubinus 1 Townsend's bigearedbat Corynorhinus townserid

1 Westen mastiff batEumops perotis californicus
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BIOLOGICAL BASELINE ASSESSMENT & NATIVE PLANT REPORT: 8.52 ACRES, MOJAVE DRIVE, VICTORVILLE, CA

PLANT PROTECTION

This Assesmentand Report werprepared pursuamd theCalifornia Native PlanProtection Act of 197
(81904) andhe canclusions of thiAssessmerand Reportepresent the results of $ite assessment from a
field pedestriarsuvey to de¢rmine the biological dseline required for potential remedaietiofthe proposed
project on theSite by the local jurdiction and additioagovernmentabgences.

CNPS LISTS List 1B: Plants are rare dhreatened or endangeredCalifornia or ésewhere.

THE CNPS R-E-D CODE

R (Rarity) 3 - Occurrence linted © one or a few highly resttied populations, or
present in such smalumbers thait is seldom reported.

E (Endangered) 2 - Endangered i portion of its range

D (Distribution) 3 - Endemic to Califania

FEDERALLY LISTED PLANTS

C2 Threat andor distribution data are sufficient to support féeral listing.
Beave t ai | dbaertgd iund®pdintia badaris var. brachycladywas notobserved andne(1) reguar
Beawertail Cactus(Opuntia basilari was observed on the Sitdowever,all varieties of Beavertail Cactusar

proposed to be reload along with the apppriate Joshai Treesif encountered

Management Status:

Federal: C2 (USFWS Species of Carrn)
Cdifornia: S1.2, G5T1(CDFG,1998)
CNPS: List 1B, R-E-D code 32-3 (Skinner and Pavlik, 1994)

Desert TreeandJoshuaTrees can have a variety a§sues that eate dificulties with rdocation alternatives

Basal Inpry Dleg Dogleg INjO/N Injury i Old/New
Beetle and insect damar DS Dead Standing L Lean/Leaning
CoDominate Trunk(s Du Dusty LB Low Branches
Crowded Fungus damage MC Multiple Clones

Dieback Grairery Tree OB OverBalanced
Diameterat4 5 6 Hf Health Fair OM OverMature
Dependet Clone Health OK oT Over Tall
Decay Health Poor S Seedling(<206 )
Down Live Included Bark Tcrk  Torsional Crack

PROTECTED NATIVE DESERT TREE AND PLANTS:

Native Desert Pants searched for efite, reviewd in this report are ehfollowing:

0 Jua 3rbegYucca brevifolia) 0 Mo | av @rucvaschicigera)

0 Beaverail CactugOpuntia basilaris var. brachyclada) 0 Century PlanfAgave deserti)

0 Cr e o s o t-fieminBrings]iiLarfed tddentata) 0 Dalea/Smoke Tre@Parosla spinosa, ar.)

0 Parry NolindBeargrasgNolina parryi) 0 Mesquite TreéProsopis var.)
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PERSONAL WILDLAND FIRE OBSERVATION BY RANDY COLEMAN:

Typically, in an historic burn are@®0 years to 150 yearsinany d the exsting livingJ o s h uthe8ehistarin
burnareas ar&ire Aones from the original o s htbaawas living dung these lessnfrequent and less intense
historic fires with only native plant sgcies providing the fuel fohe fire Theseoriginal J& h u arrdived tkese
historical fres but tendo be completed killed by the recent fires where the invasive gpasses create a
hotter, morentenseand more frequent wildhd fire patternThe longterm effectsfrom the hisbric fire crede
larger dameter tunks and corms (undergrod Bulb and @ots of the tree), which cause a significantly wider
trunk and widediameter root syem just underneath (one to two feet) thdase of the ground dhe base of
each) o s h. Thadoges creatéhesituaton thatthe longterm prospectsfsurvival afer transplanting for
some of these trees is negatively affected lmz#he tree spadiamages the corm and root balithe weigl of
the remaining tregrunks damagesr splitsthe cormallowing beetksto enter thetreeand the tree will i.

During the transplanting activitiegll the healthy Joshdathat are notransplanted will ave a corm too large
or odd shapedr are to large of a tree forie Tree Spade to movEhe higorical fire Utimately ceates leger
diameter trunks andorms, while e actual height of the tree is not the deciding factor for tramspda
Transplantig young healthy Josh@aaith an excellenthance of survival isie goal.

JOSHUAGS UNDER 3 F E)have peeki abbdrvelliagthe last 40 yeat® grow in abudance on

local Wildland Fire Siteglue to themuch higher and consistemiisture eventslack of squirrels eating the

seals and competingativevegetation for rainfall, other than the domihand invasive plant spexs Also, the

Victor Valley receivesannual rainfall (also dew and snow), and twice the average rainfalirtbstother areas

of the Mojave Desert and thidab ws t h e J o snmote gharsvicetthe ragpThereforeadfoot Joshua

will likely be at less tharhalf of theage, or youner, thananotherd o s huadés | ocated farthei
Desert Theseextant dshua Tree locatiomaustsurvive andcexpeience multiyear droughts and half the

moisture on a average andormalzedbasis Therefore, mst of these Victor Véty Joshua sellings will not

survive the stress of the relocation process duringjriies years of relocatiowithout substantial érts.

TheBeavertail Cactus-i S h d roti (Opudtia basilaris var. brdeyclada)is determinedd be sensitive by

the Galifornia Native Plant Society (CNPS) (Smith and Berg, 1988), is typically foundnvesteas of the

Victor Valley. The extent of thegssible regional loss of this rare plant species can only be specBleted

any areas are gtad for development,lal i gomwr Beavertail specimens shoul c
during any grding processSalvaging shall be primarily by traplanting in a suitable native habitat8ite, or

preserved in a Botarat Gardenlike Universty of California at Rierside, Ranch&anta Ana irClaremontor

other similar facilities. This Beavertaildu brachyclada is listed by CNPS and typicallpdind on dry desert

slopes of the San Gabriel and San Bernardino Mountaigscally bloom Aprilthru June, subject toawmm

ambient tenperatures coupled with the required timing and amount of raibéaib-term drought condition

and the effects of the Blino yearsor extended drought conditioaster any ordinary conditions.

Literature was reviewkto identify the spees that wouldequire a site assessmémprepare this Report.
The City of Victorville General Plan Res@as Sectin (pp 1011), and Municipal Code Chapter 13.38ti¢ed
Preservation and Removal of Joshlreesidentifies speies to be evaluated fdiological resources reports.

These species are:

1 Smaltflowered AndrostephiumAndrostephium  f Shortjointed BeavertailOpuntia basilaris var.

breviflorum brachyciada
1 Booth's Evaing-PrimroseCamissonia boothii sspy San Bernardino Aste8ymphyotrichum defoliatum
Boothii 1 Joshua Tre& ucca breviolia

1 Deset CymopterusCymopterus deserticola
1 Mojave MonkeyfloweMimulusmohavensis
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There arenumerousadditionalspeciesdertified by the CNDDBas occurring in the geral region. A reviewfo

the locations and héhts of thesepecies revealed that many of them require water, riparian areas, consistent
seasonal drainag woodlads, forests, mountains, Sonoran Desert habitaresinexceedingly smathumbers

in extremely specifiareas othe State. These spegiare not inalded within theReport butare includedor
information purposeslhe remaining additional spesievaliated in thigeport include:

1 Ashgray paintbruls Castilleja cinerea 1 Santa Ana RiveWoollystarEriastrum densifoim
Ssp. sanctorum

PERSONAL AVIAN AND RIPARIAN OBSERVATIONS IN THE MOJAVE DESERT BY RANDY COLEMAN:
Historical Avian Flyways:

With theeverchangingconditionsalongthe historicalavianflyways in the Mojave Desert aregd_os Angeles
Department of Wier and Power brirgg waterresource$rom the eastern Sieria (i.e.Mono Lake) and the
Colorado RiverEl Nino andDrought eventsandwith its historicalnaturaland drylakes thewetlandsand
riparian corridorsaarebecominglessor moreuseful at vaious locationsdue toeverchanging climatéssues
andanthropogetic alterations

Anthropogeric Alteration s providing year-round water resourceExamples:

TheVictor Valley Wastewater Reclamation Authorffy VWRA] is reportediytreating10. 7 million gallons
per day. Additionally, VVWRA is releasinga portion ofthis amount withtertiary-level treated vastavater
directly into the Mgave River This highly treated wastewater is cleaner thegulatoryrequirement&nd
cleaner tha thebackgound levels for nitrogenandothe salt nutrient consiglations. Thesecleaner water
resoucesare creating a significaatiditional surface infsionwhich has increagkthe amount of surface water
and riparian foreqf7+ miles) downstream tohe Helendale areaThis anthropogenic altationhascreated a
very stablewater resources for both animals ahahgs This has increaskthe opportunityfor riparian
dependenspeciesf plants, birds and animafer food and water resourcegstirg, and roosting.This treated
wastewater amotrhas been variablaever thelast 5 years becausé newer sukregionalwastavater treatment
facilities constructedn the City of Victorville, Apple Valey and the newest being in the City of ldesa
striping out wagr for communityrecycling purposesHigher cods for potable watehas severely degased the
amount ofpotablewater being used faesidential commercialand public facilities with anversion of gass to
droughtorientedplant and rockandscaping For example Yellow billed cuckoo and Southesten will ow
flycatcherare being observed downstreammnfi VVWRA. The increase surface water also allows Beavars t
createdams which create additial habitat for many speciése. riparian birdsWesten pondturtle) that have
been dependent upthe three major stacewaterlocationsalongthe Mgave River, beig the Upper and
Lower NarowsandAfton Canyon(Lake Mannix attheend of thePleistocene Epocabout 11,700 years ay

Additionally, manmale lakesandriparian forestalternaives(i.e. golf courseslakes,mprovedmanagemernf
existing desertspringsand parkfacilities by variouspublic agenciesncreasng knowledge ohativeresidential
landscapingndimproving Arboristrelatedtreealternative andreetrimming activities with tird and bat
nestingpre-corstructionsurvey$ that can provide watgfood, roostingand nestingesources We havebeen
observig for many yearsiumerousird andotheranmal specieausing theseiparianaltemativessuccessfully
Summer Bnages, Great &Longeared ous, Yellow-shdted flickers, Rufous hummingbirds, Swainsofs
Hawks and othemigratingbird speciesand many otheanimak usingalternaives riparianareasyearround
suchas heJesRanchApple Valey/Spring Valley/Silver LakesGolf Course and aglacentresidentialyards.

The Mgave Water Agencyasa facility for CaliforniaAqueduct(untreatedl waterin the DeepCreek aredo be
released andreatesarelatively mnor amounif surface watex(5.5+ milesnon-riparian faes) to recharge
aquifers oftheMojave Rive.
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Invasives. Saharan Mustard (Brassica tounefortii ) SpecieDistribution Model, DRECP

IT IS NCED TATSAHARANIUSTARBDOVERS THEGTOR/ALLEY AREA
FOR ABOUTHE LAST 20 YEARS
FROM PERSONAL OBSERVATIDEGATING
THIS BECIES IS FAST MOVESSITIALLY FOLLOWANHE
HIGHWYS(18 247 62 TO RESH THE VICTOR V&Y AND FUTURE LOCATIMXING HIGHWAYS
THROUGHQUHE GREATERIOJAVE AND SONORAN DESER

{THBE SPEESISASSUMED TO HA¥RRIVED IN 1928 WITHIRALM TREBEING IMPORTED FRIBN

MEDITERRABANTO THE COACHELLA VAIANEYTHE HAS SPREAD ALONG THE HMGBWLSOSMOG

GENERATED FROE-NCLES THENEROSITEDON THENATIVE GILSPROVIDENITROGENCTING AS A
FERTILEZR FOR THAND OHERNVASIE SFECIEALONG HESE HIGMAYSAS OBSERVHEHELOW

+ Results: MaxEnt Predicted
Probability of Sahara Mustard
(Brassica tournefortii)
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Invasives. Mediterranean Grass(Schismus barbatu$ SpecieDistribution Model, DRECP
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Invasives. Red Brome (Bromus rubeng SpecieDistr ibution Model, DRECP
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Invasives: Cheatgrass(Bromus tectorum) SpecesDistribution Model, DRECP
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Invasives. Mediterranean Grass (Bromus arabicus) SpecieDistribution Model, DRECP
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Probability of occurrences for largefire: Mediterranean Grass (>20ha/49 acre9 DRECP Region
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Probability of occurrences forfires of any size in thedDRECP Region
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Normalized Difference Vegeation Index (NDVI) in the DRECP Region
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NOTESHPrevious studies halmwn that annual maps of the Nodniafieeence Vegetation Index (NDVI), asremotel
sensedndex of vetgion greerss and prodiwgty, are useful for detecting annugbranidiomass and fine fuel
productionnd that mnwal maximum NDVIantigular is significantly relatedytoflee activity in the Sonoran (Gray et
al. D14) anlojave (Hegamet al. 2@) deserts.

The presence and connectivity of annuah graggiven year tends to be dynanflocarate ss a function of
climatic conditions, particularly preocipifetterefore, while the values of anndahhig¥rluctuate iresponseo
pulses of fifeel biomass production, a positive teetichevsignifies areas where prodthetivitgrasel, and
negative trels signify progressive decline ovemghdiorizorAlthough changes in NDVIteflecipation trengds
areas gbrogressive irase may also be indicative of placesiméfast biomass may be expanding ondbedpe.
Athough more workéeded to validate these assumpteEaswaih positive NDVI trends may reflecoptzorern
with regals to pential changesfire regime.

We developed this NDVI trapdfrom an overlay of annual maximumayd¢reaidfrom 30m LandsatGAT
imagery from 1984 to 2015 acroBREEP regioklVe used an algorithm that atdduhtiear regressi moddbr
each grid cafl the landscape and output values dhaealape of the regressionTiherefa@, the lghe the positive
valuethe larger the positive tr@ttervge, negative values represent a decreasé av@iine. The redtripesn
the images rg@ent a known artifact in Landsat imagghnp@addoe ignored. Also noteakatver roundetb3
decimal placesramuce file sibgpemrecp.databasang/datasets/104bd3fcf5024caa8cf549d9h49e91e9
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RESULTS-FIELD SURVEYS

Field surveys were condted on09/26/2020andno other site \sits for civl engineering, landurveying and
land planningpurposes, also for reviewing and identifying potential the sitddsert annualgeneral wildlife
identification, and spfic surveys following apppriate protools for the vaious speciesdientified as
protected from thdterature review. A dscription of the vegetation and wildlife which occur on the site are
provided below

Vegetation The site and general area supgp@ mixed shrub communitypical of the area anithe 20 acres of
the site wagpredominanly native veetation with some disturbance from-bighway vehicles and the dumping
of trash by residenis the arealong the southern boundary and along uttliggysmission corridorDominart
species include 3buaTrees (Yucca Bevifolia), creosote bush (Larréadentata), Cholla (Opuntia var.),
burrobush (Franseria dumosa), rabbit brush (Chrysothadepressus), indian rice grass (Oryzopsis
hymenoides) anRussian thistle (Salsola.3m@long perimeter roadé\nnuals observeduting the swvey
includedfiddleneck (Amsinckia sp.), buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum) and brome (Bromasap.
invasive species [e.§ilaree Storkshil(Erodium sp.) and schismSchismus barbatus)].

The plantcommunity within theSit e 6 s al greansea singlecetonal zone, the Joshua Tree Woodland and has
typical impacts from historical us€Ehere ardive (5) primary native plant communities found within the

Victor Valley [Joshua Treduniper Woodlad, Jshua Tree Woodland, @osote BustScrub, Alkali Sink ad

Desert Riparian] and the association of certain species characterizes each of the cosramndniteriapping
ecotonal zones typically have overlapping species. Reqagé/e species typifyingachplant community are

listed in theAddenda referredtocsa i Nat i ve Pl aWitancCkresmaftect allthabitaspieciesand

food sources wdther in a single ecotonal zone, modified zone (e.qg. fire) or transi(mverdapping) zones.

FLOODING, BRUSH FIRES AND OTHER NATURAL IMPACTS

The Site showsamajor evidence of significant flooding and a Hydrology Studynsabeen reviewed for the
theoretical 106/ear storm event impacting the Sitde Site hasotbeen #ected by historical wildind fre

like many sitesouhelly in the transition zone dhe Mojave DeserfNearby site$o the soutthave a

combination of recen®(year) to histoidal estimatedtobeabodd year s ago (esti mat ed
Jodwa Tree sizes) and othaopeties hadrecent fires2000and 2@3 and a fire in CajpPass in September

2004) Probable wildland fires grow on Sites such as these due to higissrlaading of vegetation (both native

and invasive species of grasses #redrecord rainfall of 20085) specifially by invasiwe grass speies

connecting the feosote bushes

At the time development occurs, new streets and infrastructure (manmadedks)kand fire suppression
services are required reducing the wildland firobability

Recent hitoric fires hawe occurred irthe ®uthernApple Valley and Hgseria, and community of Oak Hills and

Cajon PassHowever, all foothills from the San Bergimo and San Gabriel Mountain ranges and Mojave

Desert are impacted by naliand manmade wildfires€. A Wi | Iroewd Fin aleypSpwtasth invYucca

Valley, Cajon Pass and Louisiana Fires in 2002 and similat Wwii r e s o0 ¢ ¢ u Mhesednpétsrarel 9 8 0 6 s
naturally occurring and greater during drought years and subsdqugirNino years and afféedby high

winds during a i spring, summerpr fall. Rocky hillsides can also have wildland fires (Rock Fires) as have
occurred in tHe 9 O@asiveygrask 9p8akd ase inmraading these occurrences of both

AWI dl and and cRagindthe fre imtemstyiflana haigh and cycle duratiofincreasing) and
permanently altering the desert ecosystems.
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HUMAN IMPACTS

The entire Sitand general area are significantly affected by canine/coyotes, invaaitepécies, historical

catle and sheep @zing, scatteed junk, residential constructio, yard and house debris, vehicle parts, dirt roads,
HOV use upstream drainage alteraticmsd scattered sites had dayming that have become fallow and re

grown with native vegetation durinfpe last3015+ years Also, stotgun shellswere encountered thughout the
general arealrhe unusual high numbers of Ravens in the Victor ValleyRancenconcentrations in the

immediate vicinity are creating other negativeiessfor many native wildlifepgcies [NOTE: personally

obsrved about30 dead hatchling Toroi ses in the early 199006s wunder a
of Mojave Driveand east of Highway 39%¢.g. Tortoises, MGS, Mojave Voles, and Horhéhrds) and

regul ar loy i 9 ¢ &halefHHdwks.

General Wildl ife: Mammals obsendfrom the pedestriaand nighttime drivingurveys included jackrabbit

(Lepus californicus) Ant el ope ground squirrels (Ammoratper mophi
(Dipodomys merriamiand one Coyot€Canis latranswas seen o the Site (regularlgeen in the area) and

several large holes were observedhe general are®@ther mammalgreviously observed during the nigfithe

are deer mice (Peromyscus natatus) Ravens (Corves corawvere observein the genetaarea, morning

doves (Zenaida ntaoura) and sage sparrows (Amphispiza belli) were the only birds observed during the field
surveys Numerous lizards [Sidblotch (Uta stansburiana), Desert Sp{Bgeloporus magister), Western

Whiptails (Cremidophorus tigs) and Desrt Night Lizard (Xatusia vigilis) under fallen Joshua tree branches]

were observed in thgeneralarea.

Field observations were from pedestrian surveys [e.g. BinocuiarRe gud aNi gmt Vi si ®no, [
(scat, track, calls, nestdurrows, til drags)] Numeroudizards [Sideblotch (Uta stansburiana)Desert Spiny
(Sceloporus magisterfWestern Whiptds (Cnemidophorus tigris)]California Quail(Callipepla californicg,

Morning dovegZenaida macroua), Northern MockingbirdMimus polyglottos), &e sparrowsAmphispiza

belli), Antelope ground squirrel@mmospermophilus leucurusgveral Blackailed Jack Ratit (Lepus
californicus),oneCoyote (Canis latrans),and Ravens(Corves coraxjyvere observed at or near the SNOTE:

No Woodrat(Neotoma lepidajniddens were found on tHgite buthave beembserved in the general arén

large amount of bird whitewash wabserved otthe Site or witin the bufer zones

SpecificWildlife : The specific wildlife identified during the literature review are discussedtail thelow.

For example,he project site contains miparian corrido like the Mojave River, epheernal streamspools, or
otherwater bodies required by Arroyd oadsand riparian oriented birds and migrating bird$erefore, no
additional surveys foArroyo Toadsandvariousother animalbird, ands planspeieswere performed. The
following has the USF&WS Maps that\ea hypetlink, as delineateth the footmtes
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NATURAL CHARACTERISTICS

AMPHIBIANS

Arroyo Toad (Bufo microscaphusalifornicus)*

Federal StatusEndangeredState Status Specief Special Concern

DistributionT Southern part of the Coast Ranges fruonthern San Luis Obispo Csauth to Baja California.
Hahitat 7 Feed on snails, Jasdem crikets, beetles, antsaterpillars, moths, and occasionally they cannibalize
newly metamgphosed individuals. Often found nesposed sandstream sidewith stable terraces for
burrowing wth scattered vegetation fohalter, adl areas of quietater or pols free of predatgrfishes with
sandy or gravel bottoms without silt for breedihmhabitswashes, arroyos, sandy riverbanks, riparian areas
with willows, sycamores, oaks, cottonwoods.

Arroyo Toadi US Fish and Willife Range Map

Arroyo Toad i US Fish and Wildlife Rage Map

DiscussionandRecommendation
The site is not located ioroximity to the Mojave River riparian corridor or any other water ésidTherefore,
no site surveyswvere conduct for this spesie

4 https://nm.dfg.@.gov/FileHandler.ds?DocumentID=1484&inlie=1
5 https://ecodws.goVec/profile/peciesProfile;sesionid=C8.1C09592C3ED32B52152BF92F5C?spcode=D020
6 https://ecos.fws.qgov/ectiofile/specisProfilejsessionid=C8[.1C0%92C3ED32M5215203F92F& ?spcode=D020
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